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President's Message 
Jim Horton 

 
Welcome to 2007! 

I would first like to congratulate the H.H.S. officers of 2006 for an excellent job, especially Ed 
Ferrer, who had done everything in his power for the HHS to host one the best Midwest 

Symposiums in a long time!  Ed has also managed to provide us with great guest speakers 
throughout the year.  I’m sure he will do the same this year as Program Director. 

I also want to congratulate the officers for this year!  I hope we can make a difference with this 
organization.   
Having so many hobbies, school, being H.H.S. Editor, a full time job, and being elected as your 
President, I would like to ask some of our members to step up and write an article or two in the 
coming year.  We pride ourselves in producing a newsletter with original articles from our 
members.  However, in the past, it has been only a few members who have shared their ideas 
and memories through writing articles.  We would love to hear your tips, and or stories about 
herp care, vacations, and herp adventures in the field.  I would like to keep the “Herp of the 
month” going as well. 
 
I have several ideas in my mind to get this organization off to a fine start towards conservation 
and education.  We should be keeping a log of every herp that we see in the field.  We tried in 
past years by handing out the data log sheets and there was very little participation.  Let’s try it 
again this year.  There are a lot of field herpers in this organization and we could have valuable 
information to share with the Indiana dnr and other field bioligst. 

I’ll share more of them in the next newsletter.   
  

Herpetological  Facts 
 The Crowned snake Tantilla coronata, possesses a very mildly toxic saliva 
that is effective against invertebrates and harmless to man.  
Tantilla have enlarged, grooved teeth at the posterior end of the maxillae. 
(Minton, 2001) 

Resource: Minton S. A. 2001. Amphibians and Reptiles of Indiana, Indiana Academy of Science 

 

HHS ON MYSPACE 
HHS member, Wendell Zetterberg has created a page on Myspace to gain 
interest and possibly new members in the Hoosier Herp Society.  If you visit 
the site, you’ll find that we are generating many friends, old and new! 

http://www.myspace.com/hoosierherpsociety 

javascript:ol('http://www.myspace.com/hoosierherpsociety');


WELCOME NEW AND RENEWED H.H.S. MEMBERS! 
New: 

 
Renewals: 
Amy Baird 
Ed Ferrer 

Joseph Ferrer 
Jim Horton 

 
Winter Breeding Amphibian Trip? 

Jim Horton 

Herps are in the dormant period for now but not for long.  As many of our members are aware, the winter 

breeders will soon make their appearance for the New Year!  As in the past decade (plus), we have taken the 

trip to Brown County to view, photograph, and take in the sounds of early spring.  Generally, we don’t have a 

set date due to the unexpected emergence of these cold weather herps.  We must accommodate them when the 

time comes – the first fifty/sixty degree temps. with rain (usually late February or early March). 

 We leave in the early evening when the frogs are calling and salamanders are most active. It may be on a 

weeknight but we will try to make a weekend if possible.  This natural event is a sight to see if you haven’t been 

there.  Please contact me by phone or email if you would like to join us. 

Email: stardali84@hotmail.com  Phone: (317) 865-0464 

 

Annual Photography Contest 
  The Annual Photography Contest will be at the next meeting, 

January of 2007.   Bring in your best, your favorite, and your most 

original shots in print or Powerpoint formats for prizes and fun! 

 
Entry fee is one dollar per print. Enter as many times as you like.  

Entries must pertain to herpetology.  Judging will be from your 

peers, (the audience). Prizes to be announced at the General 

Meeting. 

mailto:stardali84@hotmail.com


 
Komodo Dragon Gives Birth Unfertilized 

Submitted by Holly Carter 

 The Chester Zoo in England had quite a surprise when their large female Komodo dragon laid 
25 eggs.  The eight-year-old dragon laid the eggs in may of 2006 and zoo keepers became 
suspicious.  No male dragons have ever been with the captive bred named “Flora”.  It lives in an 
enclosure with another female dragon at the zoo. 
  Zoo personnel knew that it was not uncommon for female Komodos to lay unfertilized eggs.  As a 
precaution, they incubated the eggs.  About half of them looked to be good (fertilized) and soon, three 
of them collapsed.  Upon closer examination, they saw blood vessels and small embryos.   
The process in which eggs become embryos without fertilization is called Parthenogenesis.  It has 
been seen in about 70 species of snakes and lizards.  Another female dragon had virginal conception 
at the zoo earlier in 2006.   These are the first examples of Parthenogenesis to have ever been 
documented in a Komodo dragon.  Seven baby dragons are due to hatch at the first of this year.   

Paraphrased by Jim Horton 
Source – Indianapolis Star 12/22/06 

 
 

Owner killed by pet snake 
Jim Horton 

It’s another headline that didn’t quite make the sensation that the first one did.  I heard very 
little about this one.  Just after my co-workers informed me of it, I combed the Internet, checked the 
morning paper, and still couldn’t come up with any solid information.  The next day, all I could find 
was a small blurb in the paper that said a Cincinnati, OH. man was killed when his 13-foot pet boa 
constrictor constricted his neck – that was it.   Was the media board with it? Good.  We didn’t need 
any more bad news for the herpetological community anyway. 

A thirteen-footer is a mighty large boa if you ask me.  Every herp-minded individual I’ve talked 
to seem to agree to the fact that it was probably a Burmese or reticulated python.  I’d be surprised if 
the media got it right and didn’t fudge it a little. 

 It is my assumption that you could easily get killed by even a much smaller snake.  If it were to 
get one of your pressure points in the neck, knock you out and squeeze a bit more for any length of 
time.  My point is, anything can happen with anyone at anytime.  No law or rule is going to change 
that.  Especially when people don’t use common sense. 

The rules of owning a large snake: Don’t go in there alone. 
       Have an emergency plan ready. 

  Keep them well fed and healthy. 
       Don’t panic (if you get into trouble). 
       Get a full-length mirror (if you have to be alone).  
       Keep rubbing alcohol for a deterrent if you are bitten. 
       Make sure a phone is near by. 
       Have a knife or another type of weapon as a last resort.   

________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
"A very special Christmas" 

This year on Christmas eve my wife, son, daughter in law and grandson gathered to open gifts and 
enjoy our time together.  Little did I know it would turn out to be a very special time in my life. 

At 7:00 p.m. the doorbell rang, as I opened the door there stood Santa with a stryo. After inviting Santa 
in, I could tell my family was up to something so I went along.  After carefully opening the stryo my jaw 
dropped. There was the nicest looking high yellow green tree python I had ever seen...there was no words to 
describe the moment. 
Santa was invited to set down.  I wasn't sure who Santa was but figured I would find out soon enough.  I 
excused myself and secured the green tree in a cage with some fresh water.  When I came back into the living 
room the mood had changed, there was silence, and a photo album on my chair. I could not help but notice 
Santa's eyes were misty and my wife had a tear running down here cheek.  It was then Santa took off his 
beard and hat.  I froze......so many emotions were happening all at the same time.  Santa stood..........his name 
was Rick.  He and I were best friends in Viet Nam together, we were in the same helicopter unit and we’re both 
herpers. 

We had done allot of exploring for reptiles there, and before the tour was over he would save my life. 
We both returned home but Rick would soon go to Japan.  While we always kept in touch by phone and letters 
we had not seen each other since 1970.  Rick and I stayed up until sunrise talking so we had allot to catch up 
on. 

Moments like this do not come along very often in a lifetime.  I will cherish that Christmas all the rest of 
my days. 

Some very special people spent months saving money and planning for this to happen.  A heart felt 
thank you goes out to them.  Sometimes words truly are not enough to express our gratitude. 

Have a great New Year ! 
Mike Wood 

Warsaw Indiana 



 

Copperheads under the Microchip 
Dave Mitchell 

     The results of 3 year study of copperheads; albeit in Connecticut, came up with some astonishing 
findings. Chuck Smith, a Doctorial student at the University of Connecticut hiked over 1800 miles in 
the Metacomet Ridge. This ridge contains the largest population of copperheads in the state totally 
surrounded by a burgeoning suburbia. For 3 years, he walked 5 days a week for 8 months monitoring 
35 specimens, male and female, implanted with radio transmitters. 
     This intense study yielded insights into the species that were new and refuted beliefs that were 
commonly held. One item: The snakes didn’t just meander around their territory. Mr. Smith found 
individuals were extremely predictable and could be found in the same places, the same time of the 
year. One case, a transmitter battery died in one snake. He checked where it was last year at this time, 
and voila there it was.   
     Each animal had its own “personality” which is not held of a snake species. Some were complacent 
and would pose nicely for photos. Others were more expressive, and were kept at a distance. One 
copperhead was stepped on several times because of his camouflage and react like “ Hey, I’m coiled up 
here!!!” 

     Mr. Smith found a male who would be with several females in the breeding season, but had one he 
preferred. He would bounce from the favorite to another, then back. Then off to another mate then 
back to #1.Quite a lothario! 
     He studied a pair that remained together an entire summer. They roamed the habitat as a pair; a 
trait not considered of snakes. 
     The study confirmed the distances the males and females travel during the season, males moved far 
greater distances during breeding season. Mr. Smith also found that the male’s tongue had a deeper 
indentation, an edge in following the females’ pheromones. Male hormone levels were elevated in 
breeding season, confirmed with occasional blood tests. 
     When autumn came to this 1100-acre site, all the copperheads went to only 2 sites to hibernate. 
Individuals returned to the same den each year without fail. 
     Mr. Chuck Smith’s study revealed some pretty amazing findings for biologists to ponder on for a 
while. 

Dave Mitchell 
Re: Hartford Courant 12/3/06; Steve Grant 

 

22
nd

 Midwest Herpetological Symposium Shot glasses 
Own a piece of history! 

 
Front and back design 

Now available – Beautiful blue shot glasses from the 22nd Midwest  
Herpetological Symposium.  Get them at the General 

Meetings or at the Midwest Reptile Show – HHS booth for only $2.00 each 



 

____________________________________________________________ 

TREASURER’S REPORT 2006 

Income: 

  Dues:                       1094.00 

  Shows:                     2600.00 

  Misc. donations         265.00 

  Sales                         427.00     

  Major donations     3737.00 

 Symposium            16138.00 

    Total                   24261,00 

Expenses: 

  Newsletter                300.00 

  Stationary:                623.81 

  Mail:                         717.00 

  Food:                        428.16 

  Speakers                 2533.91 

    Rentals:                   100.00 

  Website:                      98.40 

  Insurance:                 820.00 

  Misc:                         400.61 

  Mdse:                      1280.06 

Donations:                 300.00 

Ads:                          1312.00 

Symposium:             8990.42 

   Total:                   17804.37 

  

Checking balance: 8110.57 

Savings balance:  3308.80 

 

The symposium was quite an event this year. The income from it and the expenses of it pretty 
much equaled each other out. The big fundraiser was the auction. That put us in good stead. I want to 
extend to all our corporate and personal sponsors a huge Thank you for your support. To all the 
members who did such a magnificent job of raising donations of cash and auction items another big 
Thank you. Ed, Holly, Roger, Jim, Rick, Pat, Angela and anyone else my lame brain has forgotten 
deserve a standing ovation for their efforts. I’ve read a couple of comments in other clubs’ newsletters 
and we got very good reviews. So, if you missed the Symposium, you missed one hell of a show. 

I want to thank all the members for their hard work raising funds for our club. All those who 
paid their dues, worked the reptile shows, helped out at the fair grounds, and so much more. 

I also want to send a huge thank you to Jim Horton for all his valuable time spent composing 
and printing the newsletter! I don’t know what we’d do without his extraordinary efforts, Thank you 
Jim! 

 I want to give Ed Ferrer many thanks as well, for arranging speakers through out the year. His 
efforts are greatly appreciated. 

Some speakers did not accept a fee, which helped. His work arranging the speakers for the 
Symposium was an extraordinary endeavor for all of us to enjoy. 
I want to thank Angela Thomas for her taking care of the monthly “small donations” fund raiser. 
Respectfully submitted by Dave Mitchell  1/2/07 

 



 
Time to Take a Stand 

By Roger Carter 

     From the web site of the Humane Society of the United States, they claim to have sent a letter to Governor 

Mitch Daniels and the Indiana Department of Natural Resources asking for a ban on ownership of pythons, 

boas, venomous snakes, “and other dangerous wild animals”. This is in response to an incident in September 

when a young man in southern Indiana was killed by a reticulated python that was eleven feet long and only 

weighed twenty-nine pounds. It was reported to us that the man in question was in his 20’s, had limited 

experience in caring for snakes, and was of a slight build. He was trying to medicate the snake for mouth rot 

with Listerine. This was tragic, but no less so than someone being killed in an automobile accident, and we 

know cars are not going to be outlawed. The other incident occurred in August near Strawtown, Indiana, when a 

dead Burmese python was found by some fishermen. In a later newspaper story, it was reported that the dead 

snake had been dumped near the river. These people should not have dumped the carcass, but they did, and I 

find interesting that the HSUS omitted that fact to further their own propaganda agenda. 

     The next incident happened in November, when a man in Indianapolis was found to have fifteen venomous 

snakes in his possession. This person not only had no permit for these animals, but he also had no idea how to 

properly take care of them. The snakes were thin and dehydrated; the water dishes had dried up. There were 

cages that were not cleaned and had wood shavings as a substrate, fecal matter, more wood shavings, more fecal 

matter, and this went on for several layers. There were snakes in lizard cages whose walls are basically a 

fiberglass screen and there was duct tape covering holes in the screen. There were several young snakes (a 

western diamondback, copperhead, dusky pygmy rattlesnake) that he was trying to feed mealworms. There 

were live mice in a puff adders cage that were chewing on the puff adder. 

     My point is that the HSUS should take a position to promote responsible animal care instead of their current 

anti-pet stand. You can read their entire message on their web site www.hsus.org under their “press room”. 

They have expressed their opinion that these animals should not be pets. They can make good pets, just as good 

as tropical fish. Some reptiles and amphibians are just as colorful as tropical fish, and they will live when you 

take them out of their cages, fish won’t live very long if you pick them up. 

     Contact the Governors office at: 

Office of the Governor 

Statehouse 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2797 

 

And 

www.in.gov.gov/contact/index html 

 

     The Indiana Department of Natural Resources can be contacted at: 

 

Department of Natural Resources 

402 West Washington Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

 

And 

www.in.gov/dnr/contact 

 
We need to write letters and send e-mails politely expressing our opposition to the HSUS position on banning these 

animals. Remember to be polite, do not call anyone names or insult them.  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.in.gov.gov/contact/index
http://www.in.gov/dnr/contact


 
 

 

SYMPOSIUM SHIRTS FOR SALE 
2006 Midwest Herpetological Symposium “official” shirts are now on sale at the 
reduced price of $12.00.  These shirts feature amphibians and reptiles from Indiana.  
 Sizes are limited so hurry for best selection!   Look for them at the Midwest Reptile 
Show or the General Meetings!   
 

                

 

 
                   Close up of design                              T-shirt 

 
 
 
 

HERP  HAPPENINGS 
 

 January 14, 2007 – Midwest Reptile Show, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Southwest Pavilion, Indiana State 

Fairgrounds, Indianapolis. $5.00 admission, reptiles, amphibians, books, cages, feeder animals, and other 

supplies. Sell your herps and dry goods free of charge at our H.H.S. information booth.   

For info: (317) 861-5550, www.midwestreptile.com 

 

April 21, 2007 – HHS Live herp exhibit, Garfield Park Conservatory. Time - TBA 

 

April 28, 2070 – Earth Day Indiana.  Downtown Indianapolis at the War Memorial Park. 

   

May 2007 (exact date TBA) – Herpetology Weekend. A funfilled weekend of herp presentations, llve animal 

demonstrations, and field trips!  Natural Bridge State Resort Park, Slade, KY 

 

June 9&10, 2007 – Reptile Invasion, Wesselman Woods Nature Preserve, Evansville, IN.  One of the largest 

fundraisers of the year. Features programs and live animal exhibits. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.midwestreptile.com/


 

H.H.S. SPONSOR’S 

 

EcoQuest 

Healthy Air & Water Systems, LLC                                   

Eliminates odors 
Toll free 877-767-2486 

Bus. 1-(765) 436-7122                                                            
Condale@frontiernet.net 

                               

                       

Hoosier Mouse Supply 
Rats and mice – live and frozen. 

(317) 831-1219 

 
 

 

 

Tophat Cricket Farms, INC. 
ñPut our chirps in your herpsò 

Crickets, mealworms, giant mealworms, 
superworms, waxworms, leaf worms, and 

night crawlers. 
High calcium cricket food, 

Display cages and accessories 
1-800-638-2555  Web site: 
www.tophatcrickets.com 

 
 

Trueblood Insurance Agency 
Auto. Business. Homeowners. Life 

4433 N. Franklin Road 
Lawrence, Indiana, 46226 

David Trueblood     
Phone: (317) 545.0526

 

Pet Supplies Plus 

Four Central Indiana Locations 
www.pspindy.com 

Bring in this ad and save 10% on your next purchase! 

 

ECTOTHERM 
Innovative products forExtraordinary Animals. 

www.ectotherm.com 
1821 Lincoln St. Cedar Falls, IA 50613 

Phone (877) 274.5499  Fax  (877) 895.5140 

 

Habitat Syst ems Limited 
Exhibits, Rack Systems, Retail Displays, Cages, Incubators 

Vemomous Systems, Reproductions of Nature in Fiberglass,  

Misting, Heating and Control Systems  

Creating Environments of Quality and Distinction  

Toll free 888.909.5795  Web www.habitatst stemsltd.com  

 

T.F.I.S. 

“Providing Private Safety” 
William (Bud) Templin – President 

5342 Elmwood Ave, Suite-D, Indpls, IN 46107 

Office - 317.786.4918  Cell - 317.289.3554 

PD19700021 

 

mailto:Condale@frontiernet.net
javascript:ol('http://www.pspindy.com');


 

 

Visit the H.H.S. website at: 

www.HoosierHerpSociety.org 

 
The Hoosier Herpetological Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the education of its 

membership and the conservation of all reptiles and amphibians.  General monthly meetings are held on 

the third Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at Butler University, Gallahue Hall, Room 105 or 108.  

Membership is open to all interested individuals.  No venomous animals are allowed at the General 

Meetings. 

 

2007 OFFICERS  
PRESIDENT                                               Jim Horton   (317) 865-0464 

Stardali84@hotmail.com     

VICE-PRESIDENT                                   Angela Thomas                               (317) 882-5266  

necali@insightbb.com   

SECRETARY                                            Holly Carter                                     (317) 873-6561 

drymarchonzz@hotmail.com 

TREASURER/MEMBERSHIP Dave Mitchell                                  (317) 570-9643  

turtlelovin@comcast.net   

SERGEANT AT ARMS                            Pat Hammond                                  (317) 241-2793 

  

 

                 

Appointees for 2007 
 

EDITOR                                                  Jim Horton                                   (317) 865-0464   

Stardali84@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR/PAST PRESIDENT                      

                                                               Ed Ferrer                                       (317) 787-7448   

pythonpals1@msn.com                                                                               Cell - 727-7553 

SOCIAL CHAIRPERSON                    Anita Carter                                  (317) 299-2749 

WAYS AND MEANS                           Angela Thomas                            (317) 882-5266  

necali@insightbb.com   

WEBSITE COORDINATOR                Richard Searcy                              (765) 349-2347  

ighaus@insightbb.com 

MEMBERS AT LARGE                       Dave and Elliot Stahl                    (317) 842-2648   

copperhead210@sbcglobal.net 

MEMBER AT LARGE                     Roger Carter                                    (317) 873-6561 

drymarchonzz@hotmail.com 

MEMBERS AT LARGE                       Ralph and Blake McBee               (317) 714-5367    

MEMBER AT LARGE                         Rick Marrs                                     (317) 549-3673 

MEMBER AT LARGE                         Mike Wood                                    2bears@myvine.com 

mailto:Stardali84@hotmail.com
mailto:drymarchonzz@hotmail.com
mailto:Stardali84@hotmail.com
mailto:pythonpals1@msn.com
mailto:ighaus@insightbb.com
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